Clinical significance of enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay for the detection of circulating anti-BP180 autoantibodies in patients with bullous pemphigoid.
The NC16A domain of the 180-kDa bullous pemphigoid antigen (BP180) is the most immunogenic and, probably, pathogenic region in bullous pemphigoid (BP). In the present study, in order to determine whether serum level of circulating anti-BP180 autoantibodies is a valuable serum marker in BP, the immunoreactivity of sera against the NC16A domain of BP180 was measured using enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) in ten patients with BP. Serum levels of anti-BP180 autoantibodies correlated with the clinical course in BP patients, who received various therapeutic agents. The result suggests that this NC16A-ELISA is a useful method for evaluating the clinical course and efficacy of the therapy in patients with BP.